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ABSTRACT

This research discusses the problem of focusing on visual sense when designing public parks
and neglecting the other senses. This may cause insufficiency in users’ perception of such parks
and lack of integration with the nature, because of the shortage of sensual influences needed to
connect people with context. This issue comprises also visually impaired users who may face
difficulties in finding their way through parks or enjoy them, due to the lack of sensual stimuli.
The research aims to conclude design guidelines for public parks to support various types of
sensory influences to improve the accessibility and enjoyment of both visually impaired and
sighted users. The methodology depends on induction of the required design principles for such
purposes by studying past research relevant to the issue, analysing examples of international
sensory parks, and reviewing the Egyptian code for persons with disabilities. Semi-structured
interviews with Egyptian visually impaired persons are conducted to explore their experience
and verify the results to conclude the guidelines.

KEYWORDS: Landscape design elements, Public parks, Visually impaired people, Sensory
influences, Perception of Space.
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